
 

 
 
February 6, 2013 
 
Governor Sam Brownback 
Second Floor, Statehouse 
300 SW 10th Ave 
Topeka, KS 66612-1590 
 
Dear Governor Brownback: 
 
Pursuant to K. S. A. 74-9101(b)(15), the Kansas Sentencing Commission is directed to 
identify and analyze the impact of specific options to reduce prison population, once the 
prison population projections indicate that the state’s prison population will exceed 
capacity within two years, and upon request of the Corrections Secretary or the 
Legislature.   
 
Pursuant to provisions of K.S.A. 21-4725, the Corrections Secretary has informed the 
Kansas Sentencing Commission that the number of KDOC inmates as of December 31, 
2012, represented 101.4% of the overall capacity within the Kansas correctional system.  
On that date, there were 9,494 inmates with total capacity being 9,364 including 9,233 
beds in KDOC facilities and 131 placements available to the Department in facilities 
operated by other agencies. Considering KDOC facilities only, the 9,318 inmates housed 
in these facilities on December 31, 2012 represented 100.9% of the capacity. Of the total 
inmate population, 8,775 were male and 719 were female. Total correctional system 
capacity for housing males is 8,569; for females, the capacity is 795. The December 31st 
inmate population represented 102.4% of capacity of those facilities. 
 
The Commission publishes annual adult prison population projections each year for 
KDOC.  Unfortunately there appears no end in sight for the increase in prison population.  
The projections indicate that prison admissions will continue to outpace releases for the 
next 10-year forecast period, adding 2,114 new inmates over the current population. This 
represents a 22.6% increase in the adult prison population by 2022. 
 
Since April 2012, the Commission has been closely associated with the Council on State 
Government Justice Reinvestment.  Many meetings have been held with Commission 
staff over the past year and much of the criminal data produced for CSG analysis was 
provided by the Commission.  As a result, many of the priorities set forth in the 
attachment align with the recommendations of CSG to the state.  The Commission has 
worked closely with Department of Corrections and other criminal justice stakeholders to 
craft options based on evidence-based practices that enhance public safety while being 
good stewards of taxpayer dollars.   



2 
 

 
Pursuant to K.S.A. 74-9101, the Kansas Sentencing Commission has analyzed policy 
options that would reduce prison beds currently in the system. Our obligation is clearly to 
provide you with alternatives to opening or building additional prison beds. These 
options, we believe, are data driven and the most rational approaches to public safety to 
maintain space requirements for the most serious offenders while seeking alternative 
methods to curb admissions. Attached is a list of priorities established by the Commission 
to directly and indirectly accomplish this statutory charge. In describing the priorities, the 
document also identifies first and tenth year bed savings.  
 
We are willing to discuss any of these priorities at your request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Honorable Richard M. Smith  
Chairman 
 
Enclosure 
 
CC: Senator Ty Masterson, Chair, Senate Ways and Means Committee 
 Senator Laura Kelly, Ranking Democrat, Senate Ways and Means Committee 

Representative Marc Rhoades, Chair, House Appropriations Committee 
Representative Jerry Henry, Ranking Democrat, House Appropriations Committee 
Senator Jeff King, Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Senator David Haley, Ranking Democrat, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Representative John Rubin, Chair, House Corrections and Juvenile Justice Committee 
Representative Gail Finney, Ranking Democrat, House Corrections and Juvenile Justice 
Committee 
Representative Lance Kinzer, Chair, House Judiciary Committee 
Representative Janice Pauls, Ranking Democrat, House Judiciary Committee 
Representative Virgil Peck, Chair, House Transportation and Public Safety Budget 
Committee 
Representative Robert Grant, Ranking Democrat, House Transportation and Public 
Safety Budget Committee 
Michael Wales, Budget Analyst, Kansas Legislative Research Department 
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